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To mark the long history of Dominican involvement in defence of 
human rights, in the year celebrating the 800th anniversary of the 
confirmation of the Order of Preachers, two hundred Dominican 
brothers, sisters and laity met in Salamanca, Spain, to discuss the 
contribution of the Dominican Order, in the past, present and 
future, in the promotion and defence of human rights. It was in 
that city in the sixteenth century that, prompted by his Dominican 
brothers, such as Bartolomé de las Casas, who were defending 
the indigenous people of Latin America against the Spanish 
conquistadores, Francisco de Vitoria planted the seed of today’s 
international human rights movement. This volume presents in 
original languages the eleven papers given in Salamanca as well 
as the statement adopted by the delegates at the end of the 
meeting. They combine historical views, theoretical insights and 
testimonies from life experience. This offers a rich contribution, 
not only towards strengthening the role of the Dominican Family, 
and even the universal church, in defending human rights, but also  
towards a deeper understanding of ‘evangelisation’ and ‘mission’. 

The book is edited by Mike Deeb OP, Permanent Delegate of the 
Dominican Order to the United Nations and General Promoter for 
Justice and Peace in the Order, and Celestina Veloso Freitas OP, 
Promoter of Justiced Peace and Integrity of Creation for Dominican 
Sisters International.

‘The international character of our assembly compels us 
to confront the question that is so often debated about the 
universality—or lack of it—of the very principle of respect 
for human rights.’ 

Bruno Cadoré OP, Master of the Dominican Order
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